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In reply he was urged to remember the conviction he
had formed that the Church as a supernatural "body
stood by herself, that she alone had valid Sacraments
that, having accepted so much, he should not be arrested
by what was much less ; that the Syllabus truly inter-
preted bore a different sense to that given to it by a
hostile world, that men like Montalembert and Lacor-
daire, holding politically liberal views, were not con-
demned, and above all, that he must be very fearful of
losing the grace received.

A fresh obstacle was raised by the Dublin Review.
Dr. Ward, the editor, was held to have unduly extended
the sphere of infallibility by claiming it for almost
every ecclesiastical pronouncement, and in condemning
those who disagreed with him as unorthodox. Lady
Amabel upheld that the Dublin represented a party
which owed its strength chiefly to the fact that Protes-
tants openly avowed their sympathy with those of the
less extreme school. There was no reason why he
should regard the views of the Dublin as the thought
of the Church on these matters. He might enter the
Church and remain its loyal subject without abandoning
any of his political principles. In the imaginary case
of a conflict between the duty due to the Pope and
that due to the State on a purely civil matter, e.g. the
Armada, where the Pope was not infallible, she would
pray for guidance to the Holy Ghost.

Lord Ripon was received on September 8, 1874, and
on the question of re-entering public life Lady Amabel
urges him to do so with the wish that every public
word or action of his should be prompted by the desire
to promote the interests of the Church, and not merely
to maintain his old position in spite of being a Catholic*

From Lady Amabel Kerr
i.  ON DRYNESS IN PRAYER

June 8 [-18743.

I waited till to-day to write, hoping to hear from
you this morning. I was so glad to get your letter
It has set me wondering about you. I wonder if you
are happy. The whole tone of the letter has givem
me the impression th,at you are disappointed at,
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